
Oblate Priests' at the Basilica

Fr Meno Basti OMI (Parish Priest & Rector)
Fr Giancarlo Iollo OMI 
(Assistant Priest & Italian/Notre Dame Chaplain)
Fr John Patrick John Mary OMI 
(Assistant Priest & Hospital Chaplain)
Fr Eric Alleaume OMI (Assistant Priest)
Fr. Anthony Colbert OMI (Assistant Priest)

Church Opening Hours
Monday & Friday 10am to 3pm 
(Basilica Guardians Permitting)
Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday 10am to 1pm

Daily Mass & Adoration
Monday to Saturday: 11am Adoration followed
by Angelus and Midday Mass  

Weekend Masses
Saturday: 6pm Vigil Mass
Sunday: 8am, 8.15am (St Anne's, North
Fremantle), 9.30am (Italian), 11am and 5pm

Confessions
First Friday of Each Month: 11am
Saturday: 9.30am, 11am and 4.30pm 

Basilica Parish Office
Angie Emanuele (Parish Manager)
email: parishmanager@fremantlestpatricks.org.au
Parish Office working hours
Tuesday to Friday (9am to 3pm)
Closed Weekends and Public Holidays
Contact
Office phone number: (08) 9335 2268 
Email: parishmanager@fremantlestpatricks.org.au
Website: http://fremantlestpatricks.org.au

St Patrick's Community Support Centre
12 Queen Victoria Street, Fremantle WA 6160
Reception Hours Mon to Fri 8.30am to 4.30pm
Phone:  6372 4800

Parish Safeguarding Officer
Lynn Tomlinson 0424 243 224
Sonia La Macchia 0411 221 187

Safeguarding of our children in the Parish
The Archdiocesan Safeguarding Project was
started in 2016 by Archbishop Timothy Costello
SDB with the aim of providing a safe and secure
environment for all its members, leaders and
especially children and vulnerable adults. The
parish of St Patrick’s Basilica is committed to
creating a safe parish. To read more, visit
http://fremantlestpatricks.org.au/parish-
safeguarding-project/

47 Adelaide Street, Fremantle, WA, 6160

Basilica of St. Patrick
The Holy Family, Year A

Sunday 28th December, 2025

Dear Parishioners and Friends,

Today we celebrate the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph. As we do so, our
Gospel invites us to consider Joseph's protection of Jesus in the face of danger.
Just as in the announcement of Jesus' birth, an angel appears to Joseph in a
dream. The angel warns him of Herod's plans to harm Jesus. Joseph follows the
command of the angel and takes Joseph and Mary to Egypt, returning only after
receiving word in another dream that it was safe to do so.

This feast is part of the Christmas season, so we should look at today's Gospel in
the context of what Scripture tells us about Jesus' birth. Today's reading is found
in the Gospel of Matthew, following the story of the visit of the Magi. Recall that
Matthew's story about the birth of Jesus makes Joseph the primary character.
Among Matthew's themes in this infancy narrative is Jesus as the fulfillment of
the Old Testament prophecies about the messiah. Indeed, the story of the Holy
Family's flight to Egypt recalls the story of Moses in the Book of Exodus.

It should also be noted that today's reading omits the verses that recount Herod's
order of the massacre of the infant boys in and around Bethlehem. We mark this
event on the Feast of the Holy Innocents on December 28.

These events remind us of the difficult reality of Jesus' birth. While the story of
the Magi's visit will be recalled in our liturgy on the Feast of the Epiphany, our
Christmas celebration is made more sober by the recollection that not everyone
received Christ's birth with joy or obedience. Herod's jealousy and malice
contrast with Joseph's obedience to the words of the angel. The Holy Family's
escape to Egypt and the massacre that Jesus is saved from remind us of the
struggles and sacrifices that are required as preparation for God's salvation.
(source Loyola Press).



Entrance Antiphon Lk 2: 16
The shepherds went in haste,

and found Mary and Joseph and the Infant
lying in a manger.

First Reading Ecclesiasticus 3:2-6,12-14

He who fears the Lord respects his parents

The Lord honours the father in his children,
    and upholds the rights of a mother over her
sons.
Whoever respects his father is atoning for his
sins,
    he who honours his mother is like someone
amassing a fortune.
Whoever respects his father will be happy
with children of his own,
    he shall be heard on the day when he prays.
Long life comes to him who honours his
father,
    he who sets his mother at ease is showing
obedience to the Lord.
My son, support your father in his old age,
    do not grieve him during his life.
Even if his mind should fail, show him
sympathy,
    do not despise him in your health and
strength;
for kindness to a father shall not be forgotten
    but will serve as reparation for your sins.

The word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.

The Liturgy of the Word

Music Ministry

Responsorial Psalm 
Psalm 127(128):1-5

Response: Happy are those who fear
the Lord and walk in his ways.

Second Reading Colossians 3:12-17

Be clothed in love

You are God’s chosen race, his saints; he loves
you, and you should be clothed in sincere
compassion, in kindness and humility,
gentleness and patience. Bear with one
another; forgive each other as soon as a
quarrel begins. The Lord has forgiven you;
now you must do the same. Over all these
clothes, to keep them together and complete
them, put on love. And may the peace of
Christ reign in your hearts, because it is for
this that you were called together as parts of
one body. Always be thankful.
    Let the message of Christ, in all its richness,
find a home with you. Teach each other, and
advise each other, in all wisdom. With
gratitude in your hearts sing psalms and
hymns and inspired songs to God; and never
say or do anything except in the name of the
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father
through him.

The Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.

 Organists & Cantors
Sat 6pm Vigil Mass: Noah Humich (Cantor)

Daniel van der Moezel (Organist)
Sun 8am & 11am Mass: Jada Love (Cantor)

Xavier Jarvis (Organist)
Sun 5pm Mass: Noah Humich (Cantor)

Michael Peters (Organist)

Hymns
Mass Setting: Missa Simplex

Processional Hymn: CWB 772 O Little Town of Bethlehem
Thanksgiving Hymn: CWB 803 Silent Night

Recessional Hymn: CWB 704 Hark the Herald



Gospel Acclamation Col 3:15a,16a
Alleluia, alleluia! 

May the peace of Christ rule in our hearts,
and the fullness of his message live within you. 

Alleluia!

Gospel  Matthew 2:13-15,19-23

The flight into Egypt and the return to Nazareth

After the wise men had left, the angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a
dream and said, ‘Get up, take the child and his mother with you, and
escape into Egypt, and stay there until I tell you, because Herod intends to
search for the child and do away with him.’ So Joseph got up and, taking
the child and his mother with him, left that night for Egypt, where he
stayed until Herod was dead. This was to fulfil what the Lord had spoken
through the prophet:

I called my son out of Egypt.

After Herod’s death, the angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph
in Egypt and said, ‘Get up, take the child and his mother with you and go
back to the land of Israel, for those who wanted to kill the child are dead.’
So Joseph got up and, taking the child and his mother with him, went
back to the land of Israel. But when he learnt that Archelaus had
succeeded his father Herod as ruler of Judaea he was afraid to go there,
and being warned in a dream he left for the region of Galilee. There he
settled in a town called Nazareth. In this way the words spoken through
the prophets were to be fulfilled:

‘He will be called a Nazarene.’

The gospel of the Lord.
All: Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ. 

Communion Antiphon Bar 3: 38
Our God has appeared on the earth, and lived among us.

The Gloria
Glory to God in the highest,

and on earth peace to people of good will.
We praise you,
we bless you,
we adore you,
we glorify you,

we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,
O God, almighty Father.

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,

you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us;

you take away the sins of the world, 
receive our prayer;

you are seated at the right hand of the Father, have
mercy on us.

For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,

you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ,

with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.

Amen.

The Apostles' Creed
I believe in God,

the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth,

and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended into hell;

on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father
almighty;

from there he will come to judge the living and the
dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and life everlasting. 

Amen.

The Jubilee Prayer 
Father in heaven,

may the faith you have given us
in your son, Jesus Christ, our brother,

and the flame of charity enkindled
in our hearts by the Holy Spirit,
reawaken in us the blessed hope
for the coming of your Kingdom.

May your grace transform us
into tireless cultivators of the seeds of the

Gospel.
May those seeds transform from within both

humanity and the whole cosmos
in the sure expectation

of a new heaven and a new earth,
when, with the powers of Evil vanquished,

your glory will shine eternally.
May the grace of the Jubilee

reawaken in us, Pilgrims of Hope,
a yearning for the treasures of heaven.

May that same grace spread
the joy and peace of our Redeemer

throughout the earth.
To you our God, eternally blessed,

be glory and praise for ever.
Amen



Parish Notices
It is with great sadness that the Australian Province of the Missionary Oblates of Mary
Immaculate announces the death of Fr Peter John McLaughlin OMI, 20th December
2025. 
Fr John’s requiem Mass will be held at St Patrick’s Basilica, Fremantle on 31st December
2025, at 9:30 am, followed by burial at Fremantle Cemetery. 
Please note: Due to the funeral there will be no Adoration or Midday Mass on
Wednesday 31  December. Parishioners are welcome to join the Oblates at the 9.30am
requiem Mass.

st

Fr Meno Basti will be away during January visiting his family in Sri Lanka.  We wish him
safe travels.

Christmas Parish Office Opening Hours
The parish office will close on Tuesday 23  December and reopen on Tuesday 13
January 2026.  During this time anything urgent can be emailed to
parishmanager@fremantlestpatricks.org.au.

rd th

There will be no English or Italian Bulletins at Masses on the weekends of  3  /4
January and 10  /11  January, 2026.  Bulletins will be available on 17th/18  January
onwards.

rd th

th th th

Parish Leadership Team
On Sunday 21  December, Fr Basti commissioned the new Parish Leadership Team. The
Leadership Team will assist the parish priest and assistance with matters relating to liturgy,
planning events and any other areas the parish priest requires assistance with.

st

The Leadership Team consists of Shereen Banner, Marietta Damos, Sonia La Macchia,
Steven Daly and Christian Thompson.
Let us keep this Leadership Team in our prayers as they take up this role in the parish.

ALPHA 2026
A new session of Alpha will commence in the parish on Thursday 29  January 2026 and
continue every Thursday for 9 weeks, 6.30pm to 8.30pm in the parish centre.
Registrations to either parishmanager@fremantlestpatricks.org.au or alpha.org.au.

th

See noticeboard or flyers in side foyers.

Saturday 27th December
Midday Mass:  Ana & Ante Borzic (dec'd)
6pm Vigil Mass: Lombardo Family (int)
Sunday 28  Decemberth

8am Mass:  Francisco Tagnipes
11am Mass:  Special Intention for the Senior’s
Morning Tea Team
5pm Mass:   Francesca Portelli
Monday 29  Decemberth

Midday Mass:  Ligia, Naomi, Virginia, Islda &
Families (int)
Tuesday 30  Decemberth

Midday Mass:  Leonardo Goncalves (dec’d)
Wednesday 31  Decemberst

No Adoration or Midday Mass
Thursday 1  Januaryst

Midday Mass:  Roman Okenica (dec’d)
Friday 2  Januarynd

Midday Mass:  Amedeo Lomma (dec’d)
Saturday 3  Januaryrd

Midday Mass:  Ewa Kwiatkowski (dec’d)
6pm Vigil Mass: 

Mass Intentions

Planned Giving

Reconciliation Times
Saturday 27 December to 

Saturday 31 January 
Reconciliations only at 10am to 12noon

No Frist Friday Reconciliation in January

The collections are an important part of a Parish
life. Your weekly 1st collection donations
support the Priests in the parish to minister to
the needs of the parish community and the
fremantle boarders.
Your weekly 2nd collection donations helps us
to maintain all aspects of the Basilica, Presbytery
and Administration Centre.
Without your assistance we would not be able
to provide and maintain the Parish and its
community. Thank You!
Please continue to give generously via the
collection plate, tap and go tablets or direct
deposits into the accounts below.

EFT First Collection Details
BSB:  086 006
A/c No: 56187 5405
Reference: 1st Collection and your name
First Collection supports the Priests

EFT Second Collection Details
BSB: 066 107
A/c No:  0080 0216
Reference: 2nd Collection and your name
Second Collection supports the Parish


