47 Adelaide Street, Fremantle, WA, 6160

Basilica of St. Patrick

Second Sunday of Advent, Year A
Sunday 7" December, 2025

Oblate Priests' at the Basilica

Fr Meno Basti OMI (Parish Priest & Rector)

Fr Giancarlo Iollo OMI

(Assistant Priest & Italian/Notre Dame Chaplain)
Fr John Patrick John Mary OMI

(Assistant Priest & Hospital Chaplain)

Fr Eric Alleaume OMI (Assistant Priest)

Fr. Anthony Colbert OMI (Assistant Priest)

Church Opening Hours

Monday & Friday 10am to 3pm

(Basilica Guardians Permitting)

Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday 10am to 1pm

Daily Mass & Adoration
Monday to Saturday: 1lam Adoration followed
by Angelus and Midday Mass

Weekend Masses

Saturday: 6pm Vigil Mass

Sunday: 8am, 8.15am (St Anne's, North
Fremantle), 9.30am (Italian), 1lam and 5pm

Confessions
First Friday of Each Month: 1lam
Saturday: 9.30am, 1lam and 4.30pm

Basilica Parish Office

Angie Emanuele (Parish Manager)

email: parishmanager@fremantlestpatricks.org.au
Parish Office working hours

Tuesday to Friday (9am to 3pm)

Closed Weekends and Public Holidays

Contact

Office phone number: (08) 9335 2268

Email: parishmanager@fremantlestpatricks.org.au
Website: http://fremantlestpatricks.org.au

St Patrick's Community Support Centre

12 Queen Victoria Street, Fremantle WA 6160
Reception Hours Mon to Fri 8.30am to 4.30pm
Phone: 6372 4800

Parish Safeguarding Officer
Lynn Tomlinson 0424 243 224
Sonia La Macchia 0411 221 187

Safeguarding of our children in the Parish

The Archdiocesan Safeguarding Project was
started in 2016 by Archbishop Timothy Costello
SDB with the aim of providing a safe and secure
environment for all its members, leaders and
especially children and vulnerable adults. The
parish of St Patrick’s Basilica is committed to
creating a safe parish. To read more, visit
http://fremantlestpatricks.org.au/parish-
safeguarding-project/

Dear Parishioners and Friends,

In this week's Gospel Reading and next week’s, our Advent preparation for
Christmas invites us to consider John the Baptist and his relationship to Jesus. In
this week's Gospel, Matthew describes the work and preaching of John the Baptist.

John the Baptist appears in the tradition of the great prophets of Israel, preaching
repentance and reform to the people of Israel. In fact, the description of John found
in this reading is reminiscent of the description of the prophet Elijah (2 Kings 1:8). In
this reading, John directs a particularly pointed call to repentance to the Pharisees

and Sadducees, parties within the Jewish community of the first century.

John marks the conversion of those who seek him out with a baptism of repentance.
Other groups in this period are thought to have practiced ritual washings for similar
purposes, and John's baptism may have been related to the practices of the Essenes, a
Jewish sect of the first century. John's baptism can be understood as an anticipation
of Christian baptism. In this passage, John himself alludes to the difference between
his baptism and the one yet to come: “I am baptizing you with water, for repentance

... He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.” (Matthew 3:11).

In this reading, John makes very clear that his relationship to the Messiah yet to
come (Jesus) is one of service and subservience: “ . . the one who is coming after me
is mightier than 1. I am not worthy to carry his sandals” (Matthew 3:11). In the
context of Matthew's Gospel, today's passage is followed by Jesus' baptism by John,
an event that is attested to in all four of the Gospels and appears to have been the
start of Jesus' public ministry.

John's preaching of the coming of the Lord is a key theme of the Advent season. As
John's message prepared the way for Jesus in the first century, we, too, are called to
prepare ourselves for Jesus' coming. We respond to John's message by our repentance
and reform of our lives. We are also called to be prophets of Christ, who announce

by our lives, as John did, the coming of the Lord. (source Loyola Press)
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Music Ministry

Organists & Cantors
Sat 6pm Mass: Elke Ruane (Cantor)
Organist: Xavier Jarvis
Sun 8am & llam Mass: Sophie Hamer (Cantor)
Organists: Xavier Jarvis and Michael Peters
Sun 5pm Mass: Michael Peters (Cantor & Organist)

Hymns
Mass Setting: Missa Simplex

Processional Hymn: CWB 763 O come, O come Emmanuel
Thanksgiving Hymn: CWB 657 Come, O Long Expected Jesus
Recessional Hymn: CWB 780 On Jordan’s Bank The Baptist’s Cry
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The Litur

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Is 30: 19, 30

O people of Sion, behold,
the Lord will come to save the nations,
and the Lord will make the glory of his voice
heard

in the joy of your heart.

First Reading Isaiah 11:1-10
A shoot springs from the stock of Jesse

A shoot springs from the stock of Jesse,

a scion thrusts from his roots:

on him the spirit of the Lord rests,

a spirit of wisdom and insight,

a spirit of counsel and power,

a spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord.
(The fear of the Lord is his breath.)

He does not judge by appearances,

he gives no verdict on hearsay,

but judges the wretched with integrity,

and with equity gives a verdict for the poor of the
land.

His word is a rod that strikes the ruthless,

his sentences bring death to the wicked.

Integrity is the loincloth round his waist,
faithfulness the belt about his hips.

The wolf lives with the lamb,

the panther lies down with the kid,
calf and lion feed together,

with a little boy to lead them.

The cow and the bear make friends,
their young lie down together.

The lion eats straw like the ox.

The infant plays over the cobra’s hole;
into the viper’s lair

the young child puts his hand.

They do no hurt, no harm,

on all my holy mountain,

for the country is filled with the knowledge of the
Lord

as the waters swell the sea.

of the Word

That day, the root of Jesse

shall stand as a signal to the peoples.
It will be sought out by the nations
and its home will be glorious.

The word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm
Psalm 71(72):1-2,7-8,12-13,17

Response: Justice shall flourish in his time,
and fullness of peace for ever.

Second Reading Romans 15:4-9

Christ 1s the saviour of all men

Everything that was written long ago in the
scriptures was meant to teach us something
about hope from the examples scripture gives of
how people who did not give up were helped by
God. And may he who helps us when we refuse
to give up, help you all to be tolerant with each
other, following the example of Christ Jesus, so
that united in mind and voice you may give
glory to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ.

It can only be to God’s glory, then, for you to
treat each other in the same friendly way as
Christ treated you. The reason Christ became
the servant of circumcised Jews was not only so
that God could faithfully carry out the promises
made to the patriarchs, it was also to get the
pagans to give glory to God for his mercy, as
scripture says in one place: For this I shall praise
you among the pagans and sing to your name.

The Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.



Gospel Acclamation Luke 3:4,6
Alleluia, allelwa!
Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths:
all people shall see the salvation of God.
Alleluia!

Gospel Matthew 3:1-12
The one who follows me will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire

In due course John the Baptist appeared; he preached in the wilderness of
Judaea and this was his message: ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is
close at hand.” This was the man the prophet Isaiah spoke of when he said:

A voice cries in the wilderness:
Prepare a way for the Lord,
make his paths straight.

This man John wore a garment made of camel-hair with a leather belt
round his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. Then Jerusalem
and all Judaea and the whole Jordan district made their way to him, and as
they were baptised by him in the river Jordan they confessed their sins.
But when he saw a number of Pharisees and Sadducees coming for
baptism he said to them, ‘Brood of vipers, who warned you to fly from
the retribution that is coming? But if you are repentant, produce the
appropriate fruit, and do not presume to tell yourselves, “We have
Abraham for our father,” because, I tell you, God can raise children for
Abraham from these stones. Even now the axe is laid to the roots of the
trees, so that any tree which fails to produce good fruit will be cut down
and thrown on the fire. I baptise you in water for repentance, but the one
who follows me is more powerful than I am, and I am not fit to carry his
sandals; he will baptise you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing-
fan is in his hand; he will clear his threshing-floor and gather his wheat
into the barn; but the chaft he will burn in a fire that will never go out.’

The gospel of the Lord.
All: Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.

Communion Antiphon Bar 5: 5;4: 36

Jerusalem, arise and stand upon the heights,
and behold the joy which comes to you from God.

The Gloria
Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.
We praise you,
we bless you,
we adore you,
we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory,

Lord God, heavenly King,

O God, almighty Father.

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world,
receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father, have
mercy on us.

For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,

Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

The Apostles' Creed
| believe in God,
the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended into hell;
on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father
almighty;
from there he will come to judge the living and the
dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and life everlasting.
Amen.

The Jubilee Prayer
Father in heaven,
may the faith you have given us
in your son, Jesus Christ, our brother,
and the flame of charity enkindled
in our hearts by the Holy Spirit,
reawaken in us the blessed hope
for the coming of your Kingdom.
May your grace transform us
into tireless cultivators of the seeds of the
Gospel.
May those seeds transform from within both
humanity and the whole cosmos
in the sure expectation
of a new heaven and a new earth,
when, with the powers of Evil vanquished,
your glory will shine eternally.
May the grace of the Jubilee
reawaken in us, Pilgrims of Hope,
a yearning for the treasures of heaven.
May that same grace spread
the joy and peace of our Redeemer
throughout the earth.
To you our God, eternally blessed,
be glory and praise for ever.
Amen



Parish Notices
Parish Morning Tea

The parish Christmas morning tea will be held Sunday 14th December in the Presbytery
Carport after the 8am Mass. This is also the final morning tea for the year. Morning teas
will recommence in February 2026. All Welcome.

The Parish Morning Tea Ministry will be taking donations during the monthly morning teas, for the
rest of the year to assist the parish with Insurance, maintenance and repairs to Church and Presbytery.
A donation box will be available at the morning teas for your donations. Your generosity no matter
how big or small 1s greatly appreciated.

Seniors Morning Tea
There will be a special senior's morning tea held on Monday 15" December at 10am in the
Parish Centre. Please RSVP to the parish office. All senior’s welcome.

Fr Giancarlo Iollo OMI Farewell

A farewell Mass and refreshments for Fr Giancarlo Iollo will be held on Sunday 21*
December at 10am (this will be a combined Mass of the 9.30am Italian Mass and the
Ilam English Mass). Mass will be followed by light refreshments in the parish centre.
RSVPis required by Monday 8* December to
parishmanager@fremantlestpatricks.org.au or on 9335 2268.

Please Note: There will be a leaving collection at the 10am Farewell Mass for Fr
Giancarlo.

MAMI Christmas Gift Cards

Once agan the MAMI Christmas Gift Cards are available at
www.oblates.com.au/christmas-cards or from the parish office.  Chickens $10,
Development $15, Toolbox $20, Education $25 and Goats $30. All donations help the
Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate to support these projects.

Basilica Guardians

Summer will be bringing cruise ships and visitors to Fremantle, so we would like the
opportunity to have the Basilica open more in the afternoons. We are seeking Basilica
Guardians for Tuesdays and Wednesdays from lpm to 3pm. It is preferred that we have
two guardians on each day. If you can spare some time and would like to help please
contact the parish office.

Candlelight, Carols and Corelli Concert
The Bastlica of St Patrick along with the Perth Bach Society
invite to you an evering of
Candlelight, Carols and Corelli
on Friday 19" December 2025 commencing at 7pm
in the Basilica of St Patrick, 47 Adelaide Street, Fremantle
please join us for tea, coffee and cake from 6.30pm in the presbytery carport
bring along a cushion and good cheer

entry via donation at the door

no reserved seating

ALPHA 2026

A new session of Alpha will commence in the parish on Thursday 29 January 2026 and
continue every Thursday for 9 weeks, 6.30pm to 830pm in the parish centre.
Registrations to either parishmanager@fremantlestpatricks.org.au or alpha.org.au.

See noticeboard or flyers in side foyers.

Mass Intentions

Saturday 6™ December

6pm Vigil Mass:

Salvatore, Elizabeth & Phillip Monaco (dec'd)

Sunday 7th December

8am Mass: Julie Bok (dec’d) and Holy Souls
Joseph Felix Nathan (dec'd)

11am Mass: Sebastian Calalesina (dec’d)

5pm Mass: Natoli, Portelli, Dias & Commins

Families (int)

Monday 8th December

Midday Mass:

Fortunata & Jose De Abreu (dec'd)

Tuesday 9th December

Midday Mass: John Goncalves (dec’d)

Wednesday 10" December

Midday Mass: Alan Caporn (dec’d)

Intentions of the Divine Renovation Ministry

Thursday 11th December

Midday Mass: Pasquale De Gennaro (dec’d)

Friday 12th December

Midday Mass: Conceicao Da Silva (dec’d)

Saturday 13th December

Midday Mass:

Petar, Jerolima & Frana Oreb (dec'd)

6pm Vigil Mass: Fernanda Abreu, Adelaide

Viera and Maria Figueria (dec’d)

Planned Giving

The collections are an important part of a Parish
life. Your weekly 1st collection donations
support the Priests in the parish to minister to
the needs of the parish community and the
fremantle boarders.

Your weekly 2nd collection donations helps us
to maintain all aspects of the Basilica, Presbytery
and Administration Centre.

Without your assistance we would not be able
to provide and maintain the Parish and its
community. Thank You!

Please continue to give generously via the
collection plate, tap and go tablets or direct
deposits into the accounts below.

EFT First Collection Details

BSB: 086 006

A/c No: 56187 5405

Reference: 1st Collection and your name

First Collection supports the Priests

EFT Second Collection Details

BSB: 066 107

A/c No: 0080 0216

Reference: 2nd Collection and your name
Second Collection supports the Parish

Upcoming Events

Sunday 14" December
Final Parish Morning Tea

Monday 15% December
Senior’s Morning Tea

Friday 19" December
Candlelight, Carols & Corelli Concert

Sunday 21° December
Fr Giancarlo Farewell



