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Recently, reading Commonweal magazine, | was struck by this line by Jerry Ryan, a Little Brother of Jesus: “I have
lost contact with so many people who meant a lot to me at different stages of my life, people I loved dearly and
really cared for and who had given me so much and made me what I am.”

That’s so true for me and, I suspect, for most of us. People enter our lives, friendships develop, and then some of
those friends disappear from our lives. Sometimes we move away, sometimes they move away, sometimes things
change and we drift apart, or sometimes the affective bonds that held us together disintegrate and they, and we,
move on. To the degree that we're sensitive, there’s always some pain and guilt in this. It's not an unhealthy thing
to feel the loneliness of that loss, nor is it unhealthy to feel that somehow, we’ve failed and been less than attentive.

Indeed, sometimes we have been less than faithful, but mostly the blame for that (to the extent that some applies)
lies inside our inculpable inadequacy. Only God is adequate. Only God has a heart big enough to be attentive to
everyone personally and intimately at the same time. Only God never moves away or grows tired. And only God
has the strength to forever be faithful. We cannot not be inadequate.

[ struggle mightily with that inadequacy. Being a missionary, given the work I do, and given the quirks of my
personality, I find myself perennially overwhelmed by my inadequacy in the area of staying close to family and
friends, including very dear friends. The task isn’t easy.

First, [ come from a very large family which through the generations has expanded into a virtual tribe. It could be a
fulltime job just staying in touch with family. Next, I've been ministering for more than forty years and during that
time have lived inside various Oblate houses with almost two hundred different people. Community is family and,
again, it would be a fulltime task just staying in meaningful touch with them all. Then, during my years of doing
graduate work, I had the privileged opportunity to develop long-lasting friendships with a number of classmates
from different parts of the world. Finally, during all those years of ministry, I've met hundreds of students in
classrooms and thousands of people doing workshops and retreats. Most of those encounters were temporary and
casual, but through the years a good number of meaningful friendships developed there as well. And, while all this
was happening, I've lived and worked in four different countries and made friends in each of those places.

Then today there’s the further struggle to stay in touch with all the contacts that one necessarily has to deal with
on social media.

How does one keep meaningful contact with everyone? How does one not betray friends by simple neglect?

Even as I'm deeply thankful to have so rich a treasury of family and friends, not infrequently I'm overwhelmed
with the task of staying in meaningful contact with them and at those times I feel some guilt about forever being
out of touch with so many people I was once close to. Sometimes friends whom I have been out of touch with
remind me, and not always delicately, of my neglect of our friendship. But as the years go by and the problem
grows larger rather than smaller, [ am making more peace with my inadequacy and guilt - if not always with some
of my neglected friends.
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What helps is to remind myself constantly of what a great grace it is to have so large a family and to have such a
large number of friends. There are few things for which to be more grateful. Next, I do try to stay in meaningful
touch with them to the extent that time, energy, and distance allow. Most importantly, though, given my
inadequacy, I try to meet my family and friends at a place where time, energy, and distance are eclipsed by an
immediate, intimate presence. There’s one place where we’re not inadequate, where we can be at more places than
one at the same time and where we can love countless people individually and intimately, namely, inside the Body
of Christ.

Scripture tells us that, as believers, we form together a body that, as much as any living body, is a true living
organism, with all parts affecting all other parts. Inside that body we’re present to each other, not fully consciously
of course, but deeply, truly, actually. And to the extent that we’re living our lives faithfully and sharing honest
friendship and fellowship with those who are immediately around us, we're not only healthy enzymes helping
bring health to the body, we're also present to each other, affectively, in a way that touches us at the deepest level
of our souls There is a place where we are not neglecting each other.

And so, to all my friends: we’re still together!

August Parish Events

Tuesday 7 August at 12.10pm — Anointing of the Sick Mass
Sunday 11 August at 11am — New Eucharist Ministers to be Commissioned
Sunday 11 August at 6pm — CBC Family Mass
Wednesday 15 August — Feast of the Assumption
Masses in the Basilica at 9am, 12.10pm and 7pm
Saturday 18 August at 5.30pm — Sung Evening Prayer
Saturday 25 August at 6pm — Communion Candidates Mass

Sacred Heart Sodality

We wish to invite all friends of the Sacred Heart Sodality to join us at Mass every 4" Sunday of the month at
8:30am. Next Mass will be held on Sunday 26 August 2018. New members always welcome. For further
information, please contact the Parish Office.

Parishioner Morning Tea

Come along and enjoy morning tea with fellow parishioners
after 8.30am Mass on Sunday 5 August 2018 ALL WELCOME!

Children’s Liturgy

Children’s Liturgy is held every Sunday of the Month at the 8:30am Mass in the Children’s Chapel, located just
inside the side foyer of the Basilica. All Children Welcome!
Liturgies will be held on Sunday 5,12,19,26 August 2018.

Feast of the Assumption

Wednesday 15 August Feast of the Assumption (Holy Day of Obligation)
Masses will be held in the Basilica at 9am, 12.10pm and 7pm. All Welcome

Basilica Evening Prayer

Is 2018 the year you make more time to talk with God?

The next Evening Prayer service will be held on Saturday 18 August 2018 commencing at
5.30pm and lead into the regular 6pm Vigil Mass. This is the perfect opportunity to spend
some extra time with God.

Evening Prayer, part of the traditional Liturgy of the Hours, consists of psalms, hymns,
readings, prayers and antiphons.
A cantor and organist will lead you in this monthly celebration of prayer.




The Year of Oblate Vocations 2018 - 2019

Two hundred years ago, the Lord called Saint Eugene de Mazenod and his first companions
to follow Him as Missionary Oblates. Today, He may be calling you to become a Missionary
Oblate of Mary Immaculate.

The vocation to Oblate way of life is a gift from God. But it is through our prayers, the joy
and generosity of our lives and our communities that we can hear this call and decide to
respond. We are inflamed by a charism that is unique and special in the Church. That is
why the pastoral care of vocations is important to us.

Our communities are open to invite, welcome and support those who wish to know the Oblate charism and
deepen their vocational discernment in our religious family.

For more information about the Oblate vocation contact Brs Josh, Thuan or Chris vocations@oblates.com.au;
0490 383 706; www.facebook.com/omi.australia.vocations.

Plenary Council 2020 - Listen to what the Spirit is saying

Pope Francis has approved the Australian Bishops’ decision to hold a Plenary

nilE e Council in Australia in 2020 and 2021. It is a significant moment for the Church in
| | ] ..

==, Australia to make decisions about the future.

- '—.1... * Archbishop Costelloe has been appointed as President of the Plenary Council by
Eslgf‘ma‘:{atctf’elggﬁ"lfgio E Pope Francis and as Chairman of the Bishops’ Commission on the Plenary.
To prepare the agenda for the Plenary Council, all of God’s people are invited to reflect on the question:
“What do you think God is asking of us in Australia at this time?” Find out more about the Plenary Council
2020 at the new website, now online: www.plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au.

Fathers’ Day Gathering

The Parish will be celebrating all Fathers’ on Saturday 1 September with Mass at 6pm,
followed by supper in the Parish Centre. Tickets will be available after Masses most
<H-cvd:v 7 weekends or from the Parish Office from this weekend.
:Ca:%? ’9 Tickets cost $20 per person (include finger food and drinks)
%5 For more information contact the Parish Office, Mon to Fri 9am to 3pm
This is a great parish community event, all welcome

Dominic Perissinotto (pipe Organ) — PIPE ORGAN PLUS in 2018

18" Anniversary of the Concert Series — St Patrick’s Basilica, Fremantle
Concert 3 — Symphony Sunday 2 September 2018 — 2:30pm

Marvel at the vast expanse of aural possibilitie:
in this concert focusing on transcriptions of epic symphonic works.

R Vaughan Williams arr David Briggs — The Wasps: Overture
G Mahler arr David Briggs — Symphony No 5 in C sharp minor

BOOKINGS Online: www.trybooking.com/TATI
Individual Concert Tickets Std: S40 Conc: $35 U-18:$20
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Rosters for August 2018

If you are unable to attend on your rostered day please find a replacement. If you see a problem with the roster then please contact
the Parish Office on 9335 2268 and ask that the information be passed on to Angie Emanuele.

Readers

Date

Tonia Petrucci

Saturday Vigil 6:00pm

Communi
Sunday 7:00am

Susanne Sutton
on Ministers

Sunday 8:30am

Krystyna Pacyna

Sunday 11:00am

Date Saturday Vigil 6:00pm Sunday 7:00am Sunday 8:30am Sunday 11:00am Sunday 5:00pm
4/5 August (1) Tonia Petrucci Gabriel Newman Danielle Cattalini Mary Jardine-Clarke Cherry Hein
Joan Swindells Pamela Cattalini Dorathea Randazzo Lyn Tomlinson
11/12 August(2) John Gilmour Chris Banasik Christine Brown Graeme Moseley Cherry Hein
Position Vacant Nola Banasik Monica Lacey Mara Sticca Marja Vandermark
18/19 August(3) John Gilmour Gabriel Newman Mary Ann Yeats Lani Lanzara Anne Greenwood
Lyn Jensen Position Vacant Margaret Sheridan Lyn Tomlinson
25/26 August(4) Pat Pettigrew Beatrice Yong Ultan Stephenson Helen Davey Sr Lynn Chua

Bill Sands

Sunday 5:00pm

4/5 August (1)

Frances Gilmour
John Gilmour
Tonia Petrucci

Sarah Bottoli

Anne-Marie Cross
Pauline Ivandich
Brian Tuana
Pamela Cattalini

Mark De Klyver
Mary Smith
Max Thompson
Position Vacant

Sr Fely
Ligia Seal
Lyn Tomlinson

11/12 August(2)

Marlene Dullard
Frances Gilmour
John Gilmour

Sarah Bottoli

Christine Brown
Pamela Cattalini
Teresa Ducali
Mary-Ann Yeats

P Grootelaar
Dorathea Randazzo
Margaret Sheridan

Max Thompson

Sr Melanie
Ligia Seal

18/19 August(3)

Marlene Dullard
Frances Gilmour
John Gilmour

Sarah Bottoli

Position Vacant
Anne-Marie Cross
Mary-Ann Yeats
Position Vacant

Mark De Klyver
Brenda Earl
Max Thompson
Position Vacant

Sr Lynn Chua
Lyn Tomlinson

25/26 August(4)

Marlene Dullard
John Gilmour
Tonia Petrucci

Beatrice Yong

Music

Anne-Marie Cross
Teresa Ducali
Pauline lvandich
Ligia Seal

Ministry

P Grootelaar
Krystyna Pacyna
Dorathea Randazzo
Margaret Sheridan

Sr Lynn Chua

Date Liturgy Saturday 6.00pm Sunday 8.30am Sunday 11.00am Sunday 5.00pm
4/5 August 18" SUNDAY IN Jessica Taylor Claudia Sosin The Basilica Choir Lucinda Nicholls
(1) ORDINARY TIME
11/12 August 19" SUNDAY IN CBC Family Mass Caitlin Rowe The Basilica Choir Grace Feltoe
(2) ORDINARY TIME
18/19 August 20" SUNDAY IN Delia Price Aria Roy Aria Roy Theodore Murphy-
(3) ORDINARY TIME (5:30pm Jelley

Evening Prayer)
25/26 August 21% SUNDAY IN The Basilica Choir Gilbert Rodgers Laura Pitts Laura Pitts
(4) ORDINARY TIME Annaliese Eames —
organ
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